ELLOWES HALL TENANT’S & RESIDENT’S ASSOCIATION

GENERAL MEETING

held at The British Legion Club,

Ruiton Street, Dudley.

Thursday 16 July 2009 7.00pm start.

PRESENT:

As attendance list
APOLOGIES:

Kate Jones (Housing Manager)
Julie Pitt (committee member)
1
Welcome & Introduction

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting including guest speakers.

2
Apologies

As above.

3
Mark Smith & Terry Smith – West Midlands Fire Service, Burton Road, Dudley (Community Fire Service)
3.1 Both officers explained their roles as Community Fire Safety Officers.
3.2 Free of charge home safety visits to the home where advice is given and the following free items can be available to the household.


Fire alarms on every level of your home. Variety of different models are available (up to date models with a 10 year life span and for the hard of hearing/deaf strobe light and vibrating pad alarms)

Power Down Plugs for computers etc where power surge is more prominent.


Funding permitted can also replace free of charge up to date chip pans, electric blankets.


Chair thanked both officers.
4
Phil Smith (Housing Manager) Patch Report
4.1
There is a walk about of the estate booked for the 11 September 2009 starting at 10am from the top of Wood Road. PS welcomed anyone who would like to join both himself and Councillors.

4.2
Furlong Walk - Legal matters are in place with regards to the ongoing problems.

4.3
Wood Road Off Licence – Legal matters are in place with the Police also being involved. 

Tenants & residents are still concerned with this ongoing problem and felt that nothing appears to be happening.


Police representative confirmed that these problems are being dealt with and are being addressed.

4.4
Colwall Road/Enville Road.  Problems with children are still ongoing.  PS informed all that to either contact Council Plus on 01384 812345 or to email him on phil.smith@dudley.gov.uk.

Chair thanked PS.


5
Andrea Danks & Leanne Creswell – West Midlands Police , Sedgley Station

4.1
Confirmation of operation “Stay Safe” is in place which is an organised operation jointly with Social Services and Council.  This involves any children under the age of 18 years without parents present that are causing problem can be taken a stage further and be prosecuted. ASBOs will automatically be taken into custody.


Police are working closely with Social Services with regards to the set up within the families themselves to see what issues may be there.


4.2
Off licences have been targeted again.  One ongoing court case working with the Trading Standards.


4.3
Any underage found drinking alcohol will have drink confiscated and this will then be automatically destroyed, which one tenant confirmed that she had seen this action being taken by the Police.


4.4
Any adult found purchasing for underage drinkers will be prosecuted.


4.5
If anyone is caught making a nuisance on the mini motors these will be automatically confiscated and taken away to be destroyed.


4.6
The following issues were raised and answered by the police.




4.6.1
Looking at implementing a no alcohol area.




4.6.2
Dispersal orders are in place and cover anyone who are


causing a nuisance from outside of the area to be removed 

immediately.

Chair thanked Police for their input.  Committee as a whole requested the ongoing support from all tenants and residents to all of these meetings as this is crucial for the partnership between the TRA, Council and Police to continue to the benefit of the area.

6
Minutes of previous meetings & matters arising


3.3 incorrect should have read


“Residents neighbour’s door had been kicked in.”

6.4 wrongly stated


Cllr Stanley stated that the safety bid had not been unsuccessful it had in fact been requested that rather than spend the money on providing fencing for the garages in The Close but to get the garages demolished.


Cllr David Simms, Cabinet Member for Housing in the Dudley borough confirmed to the meeting that he will be seeing the Director next Monday (20 July) to get the garages demolished and will feedback to Cllr Stanley as soon as he can.


With the request of the above to be noted the minutes were accepted.
7
Election of new committee members


7.1
Elections took place and 4 new committee members were elected


George Jones (Vice Chair)



George Davies



Eileen Blakesley.



Stan Jones


7.2
Vote on Leafy Rise, Kennedy Crescent and Thornleigh being added to the list 
of streets which form part of the constitution.  This was agreed by all.
8
AOB

8.1
Overgrown hedges onto the footpaths causing problems. Kate Jones is 
dealing with the one in Ellowes Road.

8.2
Overgrown hedge reported in Wood Road – PS made a note and will be 
looking to sorting out.


8.3
Would like to know what is the policy with regards taking responsibility on 
overgrown hedges and gardens belonging to council tenants should Council 
be investigating these problems once reported?


8.4
Bus Shelter in Stickley Lane. – It has been requested on numerous occasions 
for this bus shelter to be removed.  Cllr Stanley stated that this is the 
responsibility of Centro and the Council had requested for it to be 
destroyed/resolved  on more than one occasion but to date no response from 
Centro had been received. A 
request to the committee for a letter to be sent to 
Centro on behalf of the TRA 
requesting the removal of same.


All 3 councillors in attendance agreed that they would give their full support to 

this request and would back up by sending in a letter to Centro also.

Action: TRA committee to send letter to Centro requesting the removal of the bus shelter in Stickley Lane


8.5
Cllr Stanley requested that we invite Mr Chris Jenkins as a speaker on the 

issues of recycling and environmental matters.  It was agreed that an invite 

would 
be sent out for the January General Meeting.  JH stated that she had 

contact details.


Action: JH to contact and invite Mr Jenkins to January General Meeting.
9
Date Time & Venue of next General Meeting

22 October 2009 – The British Legion, Ruiton Street, Lower Gornal, Dudley - 
7pm start.
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