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MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING

17 SEPTEMBER 2015
THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION CLUB
7pm for 7.15pm start.

Present:  As signing in sheet.

Apologies: 
George Jones, Wendy Everall, Cllrs Branwood, Millward, Scott-Dow, 

Housing Managers.
1 Welcome and Introductions

2 Apologies

As above

3 Minutes from last Public Meeting and Matters Arising
The minutes from the last meeting are recorded as a true record.
4 Housing Managers – Patch Report including Walkabout 

No feedback available.

5
Questions & Answers Sessions with Housing Managers.
Allocation of housing and concern of bidding system.  A letter has been sent out by a resident of the area asking questions as to the allocation and bidding system to Cllrs.  On the whole these issues are of great concern to the area and that this is causing discontent as there appears to be no fair system in place.   CB did confirm that she had spoken to Sian Evans and Nigel Columbell with regards to certain issues in the area however the general feedback from this was that it still is not good enough.
114 Stickley Lane has had to have their fire closed off as the chimney is unsafe.  The tenant was not given a date as to when the work would begin and is concerned about the cold weather coming in.  This will be reported to housing manager on the Walkabout scheduled for the 18 September.

Concerns about exchanging if you rent a flat and one of the occupants is known to smoking illegal substances.  ​Will give housing manager contact details on Walkabout and ask for a visit to be made.
Is there a way to upgrade from an existing tenancy.  

Advised to look at Mutual Exchange as a quicker way of seeing what is available.

Once exchanged and there is an issue and not appropriate can you then request to be placed back in original tenancy.
No once exchange is signed off you cannot go back to original tenancy.

6

Police Report – PCSO Luke Albutt
Unfortunately there is not good news with regards to the police in our area.
Sgt Cruickshank and PCSO Plumb are now based at Kates Hill and PCSO Albutt will be starting his new position with West Mercia Constabulary.

PCSO Albutt explained the following to us.

Due to the cutbacks and the new “cluster” system which will be in place middle of November and headed up by Sgt Warren Hayward means that at the moment there is only one official PCSO for our area up to the middle of October and that any cover will be operated by Dudley when necessary.  Calls will still be answered in the Gornal area.


Some of the areas the new cluster will cover will be all of Gornal, Sedgley, Woodsetton, Coseley and Castle & Priory.

West Midlands Police are looking at a larger volunteer service for the future and more powers will be available for them to operate.


Specials are still based in the Brierley Hill area but reduced in numbers. None for the Gornal area.


Response markers for vulnerable people are still in place for “quick response”


Once all the above is in place the response calls will be prioritised as and where they are needed more urgently.


All of the above information was met with great concern as to the criminal behaviour in the area which at the moment is felt will escalate if it has not already.  Certain pockets of youths have already realised that there is a reduction in the presence of the police and are causing more ASB.

CB informed everyone of the Have Your Say event taking place on the 24 September at Brierley Hill Civic Hall. This is our chance to have our say and ask questions about why some of the critical decisions have been made with regards to the cut backs that we are experiencing.


The following was reported to the Police.


Drug dealing from a car in Park House Gardens.


Smoking illegal susbstances in Wood Road by phone box.


Racing of bikes still causing a big issues around the area as a whole, some being off road as well.   Confirmation was given that some have now been caught and fined and taken to court.  Bikes have been taken off some but unfortunately the person/s concerned have now purchased new ones.

PG thanked PCSO Albutt and the team for all the support they have given us over the last 6 years and it is with great disappointed to us for their departure however we do wish them all our best wishes for their future in the police force.

5 Group Feedback

Community Forum – Concerns about volume of traffic going through Gornal Village and lower speed to be put in place ie: 20 rather than 30mph.  Also weight restrictions to be looked at.  It was stated that all of the concerns are noted however this would not necessary resolve the issue and also have to take into account that it is also the main bus route for the area.
New Supermarket in Village is still going ahead.  Cllr Scott-Dow has been asking questions about the dangerous positioning of two of the zebra crossings in the area.
PACT – the above concerns were brought up again and we had confirmation about the new cluster police force that will be in place from middle of November.

PATIENT PANEL GROUP (PPG) – The PPG survey showed that one of the main issues was that of the waiting time and the Practice have acknowledge this and will be looking into the various ways that this can be improved.

Self Care Week is between 16-20 November so look out or posters in your surgery for information.
6 AOB

One of the issues at the Community Forum was the mowing of the grass on council land and not removing the litter but mowing over it.  CB read out an email she received from Cllr Millward whereby she had brought up this issue and was informed that this is not the case and that the head of the department would be looking into this.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Our litter pick on Saturday 26 September meeting at Ellowes Hall Sports College 9.30 for 10.00am start.   All welcome to join us.
Dudley Community Day 19 September in Stone Street, Dudley 10am – 4pm.  Posters have been put in our notice boards.

Have Your Say event 24 September at Brierley Hill Civic Hall 6.30pm to 9pm.

10 October is our tidy up at St James Church churchyard meeting at 10am.

Tenant’s & Resident’s Conference 29 October at Saltwells Education Centre.

Meetings have now started to organise a Traditional Christmas in the Village on 4 December.   Look out for posters around the area and in our notice boards once all has been confirmed.

The next Public Meeting will be held on Thursday 21 January. 7pm for 7.15 pm start at the British Legion.
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