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MINUTES OF ELLOWES HALL TENANT’S & RESIDENT’S ASSOCIATION

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
held at The British Legion Club,

Ruiton Street, Dudley.

Thursday 29 April 7.00pm start.

PRESENT:

As attendance list
APOLOGIES:

None
1
Welcome & Introduction

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting including guest speakers.

2
Apologies

As above.

3
Minutes of previous AGM and matters arising

Minutes were approved by all present.

4
Chairs Report – Paul Greenaway

The Chair’s Report for the last 12 months were attached to the papers distributed to all.  The Chair read out the report.  (Report attached to minutes)

5
Finance Report -  Paul Greenaway


Chair reported back to all present the finance to date.

6
Election of New Committee – Janet Hand


In line with the constitution JH explained that the existing committee will officially stand and that a new committee will now be elected.


Chair – Paul Greenaway


Vice Chair – George Jones


Secretary – Christine Bate


Treasurer -  Elaine Lloyd


Committee Members as follows:


Julie Pitt – Carole Jones – Stan Jones – George Davies – Eileen Blakesley – Dianne Kinsella.

All of the above where proposed and seconded JH has full details.


A request to all present if anyone would like to join the committee.  Wendy Everall ‘s name was put forward, and seconded which all was in agreement.  


The Chair welcomed WE to the TRA committee.

7
Housing Managers Patch Report


Followed by question & answer session


PS introduced Ahmed Salam who is replacing Katie Jones whilst she is on maternity leave.


Proposed New Building in Wood Road

Confirmed that the council will be building on the former garage site of Wood Road and are looking at building 19 properties in total.  If anyone requires further information please go to www.dudley.gov.uk Planning Department  where there is a frequently asked question section.  If you need to speak to anyone please quote planning reference: P1002078.

Cllr Stanley stated that a petition had been handed into the council against the proposed building and that there is a meeting planned on the 11 May 2010 with regards to the objections.

Wood Road Off Licence


This has improved for the better and PS requested that over the next 12 months if there are any concerns or issues involving these premises  please  let either PS know or any member of the TRA who will forward on for you.


The opportunity for any questions to be asked, none was given.

8
Ray Dawson – Community Partnership Officer, West Midlands Police


RD gave an in depth talk with regards to home security.


Covered areas such as the “Open View” policy - WM Police ie: no blockage of natural light in front or back of homes.

Points of entry into house such as up to date front and back doors and modern locks rather than wooden doors with the old fashioned locks.


Restrictions put in place for inside the house such as door restrictors locking devises on down stair windows.


Burglar Alarm Systems – the Home Security Initiative (HSI) – two full type lock fitters are available for those who qualify for this service, especially the vulnerable.  Would be assessed.  Approximately 600 houses were covered by this initiative in 2009.


RD also pointed out the schemes which are also available such as the Community Payback Scheme which involves young offenders helping in the community where is needed and supervised at all times.  The Domestic Violence Scheme.


RD also spoke about bogus callers such as water board officials, gas & electric readers to be aware of these calling in groups one at door and other at back door.

The removal of monies that are kept in homes, jewellery that are on show anything that is of value to be mindful of where it is kept.


Any rouge traders, loan sharks please inform the Trading Standards who will include in their Scams Buster Programme.


The Development Adviser for the Police will come along and look at the design of areas, gullies etc on estates which have been inherited from the original layout  and have been successful in closing some of these areas down and by doing so have reduced the risk of muggings etc.


RD closed by saying that literature was available to take away.


Chair thanked RD for a very informative talk, everyone was in agreement.

9
West Midlands Police Update – Sgt Rob Simpson, Based at Sedgley Police Station


Sgt Simpson informed everyone present of the changes to the areas that have been put in place.


Originally 21 operational areas have now been reduced to 10  local police units to allow Police to concentrate more on the areas concerned.  Brierley Hill & Stourbridge have now joined to produce 1 unit and the Gornal area has now become a smaller area which allows more police intensity.


PACTs will be reviewed if needed, the next meeting is at the Darby & Joan Club on the 20 May 2010.


Police Surgeries have now been introduced the first one on the 29 April 2010 at Gornal Wood Library next one 11 May between 6 and 7 pm.

ASBO issues still of concern but in more concentrated areas.


Reports of youths gathering in woods in Cotwall End Valley and the groups  spilling into roads. Wheelie bins being taken and set on fire.  Badger sets being dug out or set on fire.


Sgt Simpson requested that anyone seeing any damage being done to badger sets to report incident immediately as this is an official criminal act.


Mini motors are still an issue and that anyone being reported will come under the Road Traffic Act where the appropriate rules will apply.  Again anyone seeing these incidents to report immediately to the Police.


Operation Stay Safe to continue as long as there is a budget in place.


ASBO Unit in place whereby “professional witnesses” are involved. These are individual people who will take up any complaints within your area and patrol round and if needed will officially complain and will also be the representative at Court rather than the tenant or resident becoming involved.

At this point the HMs left the meeting.
10
AOB 


Request for Centro to be contact in respect of a bus stop at the bottom end of Ellowes Road.   Confirmation given that details have been sent to Centro and that this is now being looked into.


Overgrown land in Stickley Lane


Council Enforcement Officer has made contact with  the owner of the above land and have informed them that the land is a environmental hazard and  needs to be cleaned up immediately. 


From the meeting the following options where given to the owner to agree to.


Option 1


Serve legal notice to clear ground within 28 days.


Option 2


Owner make own arrangements to finance the clean up themselves.

The owners requested that once they have received a suitable quote the Council to clear up the land make payment for same and  once the land is sold the owner to make payment back to the Council.  The general feedback from the meeting was negative with regards to Option 2 for the Council to make payment.

Feedback was given to JH to the distribution of the leaflets  for the AGM in that the following streets did not receive notification of the AGM.


Park Road


Furlong Walk


Cotwall End


Leafy Rise.

11
Date, time & venue of next AGM


The British Legion, Ruiton Street, Lower Gornal, Dudley.


28 APRIL 2011 – 7pm start.
Meeting closed at  9.05 pm
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